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I. TITLE: 

 

POLICY ON BUFFER ZONES  

 

II. GOAL: 

 

Define the measures that the operator must incorporate to protect the organic 

production units from all sources of external contamination. 

 

III. NORMATIVE REFERENCE:  

 

3.1 NOP-USDA REGULATION: 

 

Sub part C, § 205.202, (c). 

 

IV. DEFINITIONS:  

 

4.1 Certified Operation: a crop or livestock production operation, harvesting or 

handling of wild crops, or a portion of such an operation that is certified by an 

accredited certifying agent as using an organic production or management system 

as described by the Law and the corresponding regulations.  

4.2 Organic production: a production system that is managed in accordance with the 

Law and the corresponding regulations to respond to the specific conditions of the 

land, integrating biological and mechanical cultivation practices that encourage 

the cycling of resources, promote biological balance and conserve biodiversity. 

4.3 Prohibited substance: a substance whose use in any aspect of organic production 

or management is prohibited or not provided for in the Law or in the corresponding 

regulations. 

4.4 Buffer zone: an area located between a certified production operation or portion of 

an operation and an adjacent area of land that is not maintained under organic 

management. A buffer zone should be sufficient in size or other characteristics (e.g., 

windbreaks or a diversion ditch) to prevent the possibility of unintentional contact 

with Prohibited Substances applied to land areas adjacent to the land area that is 

part of the buffer zone. a certified operation. 

 

V. POLICY 

 

Given that the reference standards are not clearly explicit regarding buffer zones; 

Mayacert defines the following as a policy: 

 

The need to implement buffer zones should be approached from two points of view 

according to the risk to organic production: 

 

5.1 One, where there are obvious risks of contamination from neighboring plots with 

conventional management, and 

5.2 Two, where the risk or danger is potential without a defined time, since there are no 

guarantees that ensure the continuity of the management system of neighboring 

plots and that they do not represent risk. Therefore, buffer zones should always be 
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implemented, since it is the responsibility of the operator applying for certification to 

ensure that their product does not run the risk of contamination. 

 

Aspects to consider for the implementation of buffer zones: 

 

5.3 When an adjacent parcel is not under organic certification and management is 

natural, the operator must implement a buffer zone; because there is a risk of 

contamination, because the neighbor at any time can start applying prohibited 

substances. 

5.4 Producers must start with the implementation of their buffer zones at the time of 

beginning their conversion period; in such a way that when they are certified as 

organic their plot is adequately protected. 

5.5 As an alternative or complement to buffer zones, organic producers can sign 

pesticide non-application agreements with their conventional neighbors. In this 

case, the conventional neighbor should agree not to fumigate or not apply 

pesticides in a strip adjacent to the organic field, with the same width as the buffer 

zones mentioned in Table 1 (Minimum width of buffer zones). In this case, the 

organic producer is responsible for monitoring and documenting compliance with 

this agreement. 

5.6 Where flood or furrow irrigation is used, appropriate measures should be taken to 

avoid pesticide contamination from neighboring fields (diversion ditches, or 

alternate days for irrigation, etc.). 

5.7 On steep slopes, where contamination by pesticides, or substantial amounts of 

fertilizers, through runoff constitutes a potential risk, diversion ditches should be 

established and, where necessary, supplemented with infiltration wells to prevent 

erosion. 

5.8 Exceptional cases, where the establishment of buffer zones is not mandatory: 

✓ Slopes that do not allow drift or runoff towards the organic unit.  

✓ Adjacent to rocky massifs, natural forests and guamiles.  

✓ Borders with ravines, ravines hollows, roads and other natural or artificial 

conditions that prevent external contamination.  

5.9 The operator must document the boundaries of the productive unit and the 

established buffer zones, including exceptional cases. 
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Table 1. Minimum width of buffer zones 

 

Type and management of 

conventional neighboring 

plots 

Minimum width of 

buffer zones with 

low vegetation* 

Minimum width of buffer zone with tall 

vegetation 

Natural forest or guamiles -  - 

Natural cultivation, 

currently without the use 

of external inputs; 

Conventional, without the 

use of external inputs, or 

only fertilizer 

1-2 m Perennial hedgerow, or 2 rows of tall-

growing annuals (sunflower, corn). 

 

If the neighboring crop is at the top of 

an organic plot on land with a slope 

above 20%; Perennial live fence and 

infiltration and runoff diversion ditches 

in the upper part of the plot. 

Annual crops, with 

manual backpack 

application equipment. 

1 - 2 m ** Perennial hedgerow, or 2 rows of tall-

growing annuals (sunflower, corn) – 

these plants should already be in 

place before the pesticide 

application period. 

Annual crops with tractor 

application equipment. 

2 – 8 m Perennial hedgerow, or 4-6 rows of 

tall-growing annuals (sunflower, corn) 

– these plants should already be in 

place before the pesticide 

application period. 

Perennial crops (fruit trees) 

with high-pressure motor 

equipment 

10 – 20 m Dense perennial hedge, at least 2 m 

wide, 2 m tall. 

Aerial application 30 – 50 m Dense perennial hedgerow at least 5 

m high, plus a space 20 m wide. Or 15 

m tall trees, complemented by shorter 

shrubs. 

* Less than 80cm tall 

** Range according to the main wind direction and application intensity. 

 


